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Chords

A chord is a group of notes which are playeq i
Chords are used to play along with the melod :
The first chord you will learn is the C major
just called the C chord.

y of a song.
chord, usually

The C Chord

The C chord contains three notes C, E and G. To play the
C chord, use the first, third and fifth fingers of your left

hand, as shown 1n the C chord diagram.
n 1 Careful Canary =
Chord symbols are written above each bar to remind you of the name of the chord you are playing.
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Seventh Chords The G Seventh Chord (G7)

Another type of chord you can play 1s The G7 chord contains a new note which is B, next to the C below
called a seventh chord. A seventh chord Middle C. Play the B with the fifth finger of your left hand, and yse
is indicated by the number 7 written after your first and second fingers to play the G and F notes. a¢ shown in
the chord name, for example, G7. the G7 chord diagram.
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Lesson 2
Songs with Chords

Before playing songs with chords, practice each part separately. First practice the melody of the song by itself

(right hand part), then practice the chords by themselves (left hand part). Once you have learned both parts. pla
them together. Practice slowly and evenly, and count as you play. The part containing the chords is ,.:_::::_,, _,
called the accompaniment.
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wats to introduce this song.
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Lesson 3
The F Chord

The next chord you will leam to play is the F chord. To
play the F chord, use the first, second and fifth fingers
of vour left hand. as shown in the F chord diagram.

U 8 _..Oo-_m Fishing ¢ _

mo . = ”_

—

e S N e TSR -

LB sss
Q.Ou ¢ ;
¥ major

INVersnnmn

Changing Between C and F

The song Something Fishy has two
chords, the C chord and the F chord, As
there 18 a C note in both chords, you can
keep your fifth finger on i when you
change between them., ‘This will make _

changing chords very easy ~ . :
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‘ 10 On Top of Old Smoky X

This song contains all three chords you have learned so far.

changing between C and F, and your thumb on the
there are five beats to introduce this song.

b F S

Remember to keep your fifth finger on the C key when
G key when changing between C and G7. On the recording
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) Lesson 5
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The Note D l \
(on the fourth line of the
wblestal [T G A[B]o]ey
In this lesson, play the note D with

the fifth finger of your right hand.
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You can now play the song English Country Gardens on page |
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are Change
Changing Between G and C Sp g )

The next song has two chords, the G chord — _
and the second inversion of the C chord. As

there is a G note in both chords, you can
keep your fifth finger on it when you change

between them. This will make changing
between G and C very easy.
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U can now play the songs on pages 22 1O
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‘ 36 Dry Bones

On the recording there are three beats 1o introduce this song.
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